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These brilliant processions occurred within the con-ines of a city every foot of which had been reclaimed from he sea, and for the building of which every tile, every tone, every timber had been brought from miles away, nd for the preservation of which care and diligence had o be exercised year in and year out. In spite of these difficulties the determined Venetians had not been satisfied /ith sheltering their persons and their wares within bare, erviceable walls; they had created an unheard-of wealth <f splendid palaces and churches, which even to-day are he wonder of travellers from the north. The poet, who ob-erved all this with an attentive eye, felt a profound respect or the beaver republic and, as on a former occasion in the anton of Bern, here also the democratic instincts of his tature were stirred. " It is a great work of united human trength, a glorious monument, not of a ruler, but of a teople. And even if their lagoons are filling up, their com-nerce is on the decline, and their might has fallen, this Loes not render the organisation and nature of the republic , whit less venerable."
He takes pains to investigate this great life in all its ihases; roams about through the tangle of streets and anals, studies the palaces and churches, the pictures and culptures, inspects the wharves and sea-walls, attends the lany theatres, and observes the people in all their activ-ties, in every quarter, and at every hour of the day.
The sea, which he here beholds for the first time, makes deep impression upon him. But he is not satisfied with aere esthetic enjoyment of the boundless expanse of water lulsating with rhythmical wave-beats; he immediately turns is attention to the peculiar qualities of the strand flora nd the lower forms of marine animals; and he is glad hat so many things now become to him a part of nature fhich have hitherto been only museum curios.
It was a rich fund of significant, interesting, and in-tructive impressions that Goethe received from the re-larkable city. But the works of Palladio triumphed ver all.